The following is an excerpt from the minutes of meeting of the City Council
held on March 18, 2013:
MATTERS REQUIRING PUBLIC NOTICE
4a)

Intent to Borrow
(File No. CK 1750-1)

REPORT OF THE CITY CLERK:
“The following is a report of the General Manager, Corporate Services
Department, dated March 4, 2013:
‘RECOMMENDATION:

that City Council authorize the planned borrowing to
finance the following projects approved, in principle,
through Capital Budgets and capital plans:
a)

up to $12,200,000 for the design and
construction of an underground parking garage
at River Landing (Capital Project 1786);

b)

up to $23,500,000 for the design and
construction of the Remai Art Gallery of
Saskatchewan (Capital Project 1786);

c)

up to $500,000 on behalf of (and to be repaid
by) the Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan for
kitchen equipment; and

d)

an allowable 10% variance on the borrowing
requirements for each project identified. Any
variance greater than 10% of the borrowing
amount identified must be reported to City
Council.

TOPIC AND PURPOSE
This report is requesting, through a Public Notice Hearing, authorization to
borrow in the future for the River Landing Parkade (Capital Project 1786) and the
Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan (Capital Project 1786) included in previous
approved capital budgets and revised through post-budget changes included in
the “Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan and River Landing Parkade Award of
Tender” Report to be dealt with at this same City Council meeting (Administrative
Reports – City Manager). Also included is a request to authorize borrowing on
behalf of the Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan for kitchen equipment to be
repaid by the Gallery through a Productivity Improvement Loan.
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REPORT HIGHLIGHTS
1.

2.

3.

4.

The River Landing Parkade project requires borrowing of up to $12.2
million and will be repaid using a combination of revenues generated by
the parkade and taxation revenues from assessment growth under the
City’s Recreation and Culture Financing Plan.
The Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan project requires borrowing of up
to $23.5 million to be repaid using taxation revenues from assessment
growth under the City’s Recreation and Culture Financing Plan.
The Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan is requesting a Productivity
Improvement Loan from the City of Saskatoon for up to $500,000 to
purchase kitchen equipment to be repaid from revenues generated from
the kitchen.
Borrowing terms on the Parkade and AGS borrowing are expected to be
25 years at approximately 4.25%.

STRATEGIC GOAL
Sound financial practices, policies and stewardship are necessary in order to
maintain the strategic goal of Asset and Financial Sustainability. The required
Public Notice for Borrowing is one of the key elements of accountability and
transparency which enhances the longer term objective of financial sustainability.
BACKGROUND
The Cities Act and City Council Bylaw 2003, No. 8171 requires that City Council
give Public Notice before borrowing money, lending money or guaranteeing the
repayment of a loan. While a Public Notice Hearing for Borrowing was
conducted and approved in April of 2012 for the Remai Art Gallery of Saskatoon
(AGS) and the River Landing Parkade, the tender that is being proposed for
approval requires further borrowing.
REPORT
River Landing Parkade
The capital project for the design and construction of the underground parking
garage at River Landing has been approved through previous capital budgets
(Capital Project 1786). As mentioned, a Public Notice Hearing for borrowing on
this project was held and approved by City Council on April 30, 2012, for $6
million.
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The tender bid that is being recommended during this same City Council meeting
requires additional borrowing. This hearing is requesting a total revised
borrowing amount of $12.2 million for the Parkade.
The expected borrowing term is 25 years estimated at 4.25% and will be repaid
using a combination of revenues generated from the new parkade, as well as
mill-rate funds as part of the City’s Recreation and Culture financing strategy.
This strategy uses incremental taxation generated from assessment growth.
The repayment plan estimates that the annual repayment of $795,000 would be
funded from parking revenues to cover approximately 42% of the annual
payment and the remaining 58% from the mill-rate.
Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan
The capital project for design and construction of the Remai Art Gallery of
Saskatchewan at River Landing was approved in previous capital budgets
(Capital Project 1786). A Public Notice Hearing in April of 2012 approved $21
million in borrowing.
The tender bid that is being recommended during this same Council meeting
requires additional borrowing. This hearing is requesting a total revised
borrowing amount of up to $23.5 million for the AGS.
The expected borrowing term is 25 years estimated at 4.25% and will be repaid
using mill-rate funds of approximately $1.3 million per year, as part of the City’s
Recreation and Culture financing strategy. This strategy uses incremental
taxation revenue generated from assessment growth.
Productivity Improvement Loan - Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan
The Remai Art Gallery Board of Directors is requesting a Productivity
Improvement Loan (PIL) for up to $500,000 to purchase kitchen equipment for
the new gallery. This is not a part of the City’s capital budget for the project.
The Gallery has agreed to repay the loan through the revenues generated by the
kitchen. A Public Notice Hearing for borrowing for this amount is required. Upon
approval of the borrowing request and pending transfer of funds, a borrowing
agreement between the City of Saskatoon and the Remai Art Gallery of
Saskatchewan outlining the terms of the borrowing and repayment of the loan
would be required.
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Productivity Improvement Loans are generally five-year loans and at an interest
rate based on the City’s current borrowing rate. The final terms of the borrowing
and the agreement will be brought forward to City Council for approval at a later
date.
Borrowing Terms
As mentioned above, the borrowing terms for the loans related to the River
Landing Parkade and the Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan are expected to be
25-year loans at about 4.25%.
While some expenditures may have already been incurred, no borrowing has
been undertaken pending this Public Hearing. It should also be noted that while
authorization is being requested for the full borrowing requirements for these
projects, actual borrowing will occur based on cash flow requirements and/or
prevailing market conditions.
As indicated, debt repayment on the parkade is supported through a mix of
anticipated parking revenues to be generated from the parkade, as well as
through incremental taxation revenue from assessment growth as part of the
City’s overall Recreation and Culture financing plan. The debt repayment on the
AGS is supported by mill-rate funds under the City’s Recreation and Culture
financing plan using taxation revenue from assessment growth.
OPTIONS TO THE RECOMMENDATION
The alternative option is not to proceed with the construction of the various
capital projects noted above, or to finance these projects without borrowing.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
City Council should be aware that the Administration will follow its existing
practice with respect to borrowing. Once an Administrative decision has been
made to borrow, Council will be requested to authorize the General Manager,
Corporate Services, to effect that borrowing within specified ranges (interest
rates, for example). Once a borrowing has occurred, the Administration will draft
and present a borrowing bylaw, with all of the relevant data related to the
transaction, for Council’s approval.
City Council is also asked to allow a 10% variance on the borrowing
requirements for each project identified. Any variance greater than 10% of the
borrowing amount identified must be reported to City Council.
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
The requested borrowing identified through the recommendation is being
proposed within the revised capital budget plan with debt repayment covered
through mil-rate funding and generated revenues from the new parkade.
PUBLIC AND/OR STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT
Public and/or stakeholder involvement is not required.
COMMUNICATION PLAN
None required.
DUE DATE FOR FOLLOW-UP AND/OR PROJECT COMPLETION
As indicated above, once the decision has been made to borrow, Council will be
requested to authorize the General Manager, Corporate Services, to effect that
borrowing within specified ranges (interest rates, for example).
The
Administration will draft and present a borrowing bylaw, with all of the relevant
data related to the transaction, for Council’s approval. It is still uncertain if the
borrowing would be one, or a series of borrowings, and is dependent on the cash
flows and interest rates as to when the borrowing(s) would occur. It is
anticipated that funds could be required in 2013, but more likely in 2014.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS
There are no environmental and/or greenhouse gas implications identified at this
time.
PRIVACY IMPACT
There are no privacy implications.
SAFETY/CRIME
(CPTED)

PREVENTION

A CPTED review is not required.

THROUGH

ENVIRONMENTAL

DESIGN
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is required for consideration of this matter, pursuant to Section 3e)
of Policy No. C01-021 (Public Notice Policy). The following notice was given:
•
•
•

Advertised in the Saskatoon StarPhoenix on Saturday, March 9, 2013.
Posted on City Hall Notice Board on March 8, 2013.
Posted on City Website on March 8, 2013.

ATTACHMENT
1.

Photocopy of Public Notice.’”

Ms. Marlys Bilanski, General Manager, Corporate Services, presented her report.
Mr. Frank Regier expressed concern with respect to debt levels and the City’s
accumulated debt.
Moved by Councillor Olauson, Seconded by Councillor Hill,
THAT City Council authorize the planned borrowing to finance the following
projects approved, in principle, through Capital Budgets and capital plans:
a)

up to $12,200,000 for the design and construction of an underground
parking garage at River Landing (Capital Project 1786);

b)

up to $23,500,000 for the design and construction of the Remai Art Gallery
of Saskatchewan (Capital Project 1786);

c)

up to $500,000 on behalf of (and to be repaid by) the Remai Art Gallery of
Saskatchewan for kitchen equipment; and
CARRIED.

Moved by Councillor Hill, Seconded by Councillor Clark,
d)

an allowable 10% variance on the borrowing requirements for each project
identified. Any variance greater than 10% of the borrowing amount
identified must be reported to City Council.
CARRIED.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2013

Development Appeals Board
CommiFee Room E, Ground Floor, City Hall at 4:00 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2013

Planning and Operalons CommiFee
Council Chambers, Main Floor, City Hall at 11:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2013

Street Aclvity Steering CommiFee
CommiFee Room E, Ground Floor, City Hall at 11:00 a.m.

THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2013

Saskatoon Environmental Advisory CommiFee
CommiFee Room A, Second Floor, City Hall at 11:30 a.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 2013

Land Bank CommiFee
CommiFee Room E, Ground Floor, City Hall at 9:00 a.m.
The next regular City Council meelng is scheduled for
Monday, March 18, 2013
LeFers for this City Council agenda must be received at
the City Clerk’s Oﬃce by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12,
2013.
Agendas for public meelngs may be viewed at the Frances
Morrison Public Library, or visit our web site at
www.saskatoon.ca. For further informalon regarding
these meelngs, contact the CommiFee Secretary in the
City Clerk’s Oﬃce at 306-975-3240.

CLOSED MEETINGS

The following meelngs are being held, but are not open to
the public because they deal with issues that are
sensilve in nature and meet the requirements of Part III of
The Local Authority Freedom of Informalon and Proteclon
of Privacy Act. No ﬁnal decisions may be made at closed
meelngs.

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2013

Execulve CommiFee
CommiFee Room A, Second Floor, City Hall at 11:30 a.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 2013

Land Bank CommiFee
CommiFee Room E, Ground Floor, City Hall following
public meelng at 9:00 a.m.

TO BE A GREEN CITY, WE NEED A
LITTLE BLUE
Blue recycling carts will be delivered to homes that
currently have black garbage carts, beginning in January
through to June 2013. Loraas Recycle delivers your new
blue recycling cart to the street in front of your house, even
if you have back lane colleclon. Colleclon begins within
two weeks of receiving your cart.
REMINDER: Your blue recycling cart must be placed in the
same localon as your black garbage cart by 7:00 a.m. on
your recycling colleclon day to ensure service.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEIGHBOURHOOD INFILL STRATEGY

City Council will be considering a report from the
Administralon at a Council meelng to be held on Monday,
March 18, 2013 at 6.00 p.m., Council Chambers, City Hall
recommending:

As part of its Strategic Plan, the City of Saskatoon has begun a detailed Integrated
Growth Plan (IGP).

INTENT TO BORROW

COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

That City Council authorize borrowing to ﬁnance the
following projects approved, in principle, through capital
budgets and capital plans:
a) up to $12,200,000 for the design and construclon
of an underground parking garage at River Landing
(Capital Project 1786);
b) up to $23,500,000 for the design and construclon
of the Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan (Capital
Project 1786);
c) up to $500,000 on behalf of (and to be repaid by)
the Remai Art Gallery of Saskatchewan for kitchen
equipment; and
d) an allowable 10% variance on the borrowing
requirements for each project idenlﬁed. Any
variance greater than 10% of the borrowing
amount idenlﬁed must be reported to City Council.
The Ciles Act and The Public Nolce Policy Bylaw, 2003,
No. 8171 require that City Council give public nolce before
borrowing money, lending money or guaranteeing the
repayment of a loan.
For more informalon, contact the City Clerk’s Oﬃce:
975-3240

MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL
RECYCLING
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Residents, tenants, building managers, and building owners
are encouraged to provide their comments on a Mull-Unit
Residenlal Recycling program. This program would be for
condominiums, apartments, townhouses and other
residenlal dwellings not currently receiving individual
black garbage cart service from the City.
Mull-Unit Residenlal Recycling Informalonal
Open House
City staﬀ and representalves from Cosmopolitan Industries
will be present to share informalon, answer queslons
and collect your comments.
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
Cosmo Civic Centre
3130 Laurier Drive
2pm – 4pm and 7pm – 9pm
(come and go)

Wednesday, March 13, 2013
Canadian Nalonal Insltute
for the Blind
1705 McKercher Drive
2pm – 4pm and 7pm – 9pm
(come and go)

Mull-Unit Residenlal Recycling Informalon Line
Provide your comments by calling our Mull-Unit Residenlal
Recycling informalon line at 306 955-8900 between
March 5 and 26 from 9am to 9pm.
Online Mull-Unit Residenlal Recycling Forum &
Feedback Form
Between March 5 and 26, visit saskatoon.ca and click on
“M” for Mull-Unit Residenlal Recycling for informalon
and to provide your comments.

Loraas Recycle provides the recycling service and is
available during business hours to answer your queslons
about cart delivery, colleclons, how to properly use your
recycling cart or any other service-related queslons you
may have. Just call Loraas Recycle at 306-242-2300 or
customercare@loraas.ca

For more informalon about these community
engagement events:
Visit Saskatoon.ca and click on “M” for Mull-Unit
Residenlal Recycling, or contact Mr. Kelly Goyer at
306-975-2487 or kelly.goyer@saskatoon.ca

For more informalon visit saskatoonrecycles.ca

SNOW MELT – BE PREPARED

SNOW STORAGE USER FEE

OPEN HOUSE

The City of Saskatoon is moving towards a user fee for the
City’s snow storage facililes for the 2013/2014 season in
order to recover rising operalng costs. This is a signiﬁcant
change from past praclce where the program has been
funded by property taxes and fees have not been charged.
The new fees may aﬀect how contractors deliver snow
removal services, impaclng those hiring the contractors to
remove snow from private property, as they may need to
cover these addilonal costs.
Mullple unit tenants, building managers and owners,
snow service contractors and other stakeholders are
encouraged to provide their comments on the new fee.
City staﬀ and representalves will be present to share
informalon, answer queslons and collect your comments.
Wednesday, March 20, 2013
Room 3, Frances Morrison Library
311 - 23rd Street East, Saskatoon, SK
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
An online forum is available unll March 20 for those
unable to aFend the open house, or you may contact us by
phone or email. For more Informalon, visit
www.saskatoon.ca and click on “S” for Snow Storage User
Fee or contact Luanne Sirota, Project Manager at
306-975-2847 or luanne. sirota@saskatoon.ca

Flood prevenlon in your home and yard is your
responsibility. If the snow melts quickly, your home may
be at risk of ﬂooding, even if you haven’t ﬂooded before.
If you have queslons or concerns about ﬂood proteclon
for your home, please contact a professional.
What can I do to reduce the risk of ﬂooding in my yard?
• Remove snow from key areas:
- Around your foundalon and window wells
- Along the outside edges of your lot where
drainage typically occurs
- Around the boFom of your downspouts. Make
sure they drain away from your foundalon.
• Keep the snow in your yard. Shovelling snow onto
the streets or back lanes can block drainage.
• Where possible and safe, help clear snow, ice and
debris from the catch basins in your area.
What is the City doing to improve drainage on streets?
• Snow is removed along priority roadways and
adjacent to the curb and in the ditch along
ﬂood-prone areas.
• The City has a snow melt management plan for every
neighbourhood. Important interseclons that may
experience ﬂooding in a fast melt are surveyed and
monitored regularly.
• Once the weather changes, City crews will clear ice
and snow from catch basins and emergency
equipment and staﬀ are on standby.
For more informalon, visit www.saskatoon.ca and click on
“F” for Flood or call 306-975-2491.

The IGP is a new way of growing our city. It’s a series of approaches for guiding
Saskatoon’s growth to a populalon of 500,000 people. It looks at new ways of
neighbourhood planning and building processes. It means building ‘out’ but also
building ‘in’ and ‘up’ with sensilve inﬁll development.
Inﬁll means new development within built-up areas of the city, in localons and
forms that make sense for neighbourhoods with a focus on well-guided
sustainable growth. The focus of the Neighbourhood Inﬁll Strategy is on
established neighbourhoods within Circle Drive, as well Sutherland and
Montgomery.
The next stage of the Neighbourhood Level Inﬁll Development Study is now
underway. Aer the inilal Public Workshop in December 2012, the City would
like your input on preliminary recommendalons and the Dra Inﬁll Development
Strategy - which will address the following:
•
•
•
•

development standards and architectural guidelines
site design – including consideralon for garage/garden suites
building design
streetscape and landscape design

The recommendalons in the Strategy will help to ensure that inﬁll development
does not create undue or unintended eﬀects, and that it is a good ﬁt for
neighbourhoods.
Please join us for a Community Conversalon, which will include a presentalon
followed by a queslon and discussion forum, to learn more about the proposed
recommendalons, and to provide your thoughts on small scale neighbourhood
inﬁll.
Thursday, March 14, 2013
Delta Bessborough – BaFleford Ballroom
601 Spadina Crescent East
7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. (Presentalon 7:15 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.)
Those unable to stay for the full evening are invited to drop in to view display
panels and submit wriFen comments. Informalon and materials presented
during the community conversalon will be made available aerwards on the City
of Saskatoon website saskatoon.ca. You may also submit comments online.
Addilonal detailed informalon and project updates, as well as future community
engagement and signiﬁcant milestones on the Inﬁll Development Strategy, can be
found within the Integrated Growth Plan, under “Check this Out!” on the
homepage, or “I” for Inﬁll Development Strategy at saskatoon.ca
For more informalon, please contact:
Jo-Anne Richter, Planning and Development Branch
City of Saskatoon, Community Services Department
Phone: 306-975-7621 / email: jo-anne.richter@saskatoon.ca

NORTH DOWNTOWN MASTER PLAN
COMMUNITY CONVERSATION

The City of Saskatoon is working on a master plan for the North Downtown area.
We want to hear your thoughts and comments about this stage of the project.
Everyone is welcome to join our 2nd community conversalon on:
Saturday, March 23, 2013
St. Michael’s School, 22 - 33rd Street East
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Meet us in the gymnasium to get an overview of the project, or take in a
presentalon at 10:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.
The North Downtown is the area bounded by 24th and 33rd Streets, between
Idylwyld Drive and 1st Avenue. We want to design a new neighbourhood that is:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmentally friendly,
Well-connected to the things you need to meet your daily needs,
Easy to walk around in,
Celebrates the city’s heritage,
Built around ameniles like green public spaces, and
A vibrant and great place to live.

For more Informalon and to parlcipate in our Online Survey, visit
www.saskatoon.ca and click on “N” for North Downtown Master Plan. You can
also contact Jeanna South, Project Manager at 306-657-8551 or
jeanna.south@saskatoon.ca
Are you a landowner, business owner or resident within the North Downtown
area? An addilonal session for stakeholders will be held on:
Thursday March 21, 2013
SIAST Kelsey Campus, 1130 Idylwyld Drive, Room B11
8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
If you are interested in aFending this session on Thursday, March 21st, RSVP
jeanna.south@saskatoon.ca by March 18th.

The fun begins after dark ...

